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some time in this gallery with the greatest profit, The
reader who is almost entirely ignorant of the subject will be
startled to find that what he would have with certainty
regarded as sea-weeds are in reality animals. The
reader would do well to ponder on the wonderful protec-
tive colouring of some of the specimens.
After leaving the Gallery of Invertebrates, we enter the
gallery to our left and find ourselves in the Mineralogical
and Fossil Galleries, and walking through these we find
ourselves once more at the entrance hall. Arranged along
the cloisters which run round the lower galleries are
many archaeological monuments of interest. We ascend the
broad flight of stairs and reach the upper floor. On the
landing there is a white marble statue of the late Queen
Empress by M. Wood—the gift of Mahatab Chund Baha-
dur, Maharaja of Burdwan. The pedestal was the gift
of his son.
Behind the statue is the entrance to a series of three
rooms now occupied by the collection which is ultimately to
find its home in the Victoria Memorial Hall. The room to
the left (South) contains an interesting collection of State
pictures on its eastern wall, and a collection of engrav-
ings of great English heroes in India on its western wall.
At the south end is the favourite writing desk and chair
of the late Queen-Empress—King Edward's personal gift
to the Memorial Hall. In the central room will be found
the masnud or throne of the Nawabs of Murshidabad, a
splendid model of the Old Fort and St. Anne's Church
executed under the guidance of the late Mr. C. R. Wilson,
a large number of engravings of Old Calcutta, some of
the best portraits from the High Court, the Town Hall
and Asiatic Society, a collection of relics of the Delhi
Coronation Durbar, and a complete collection of British ,
Indian jewels and badges of distinction. The room to the
right (North) contains a collection of Indian arms, the
originals of many important State documents, and the
cloth of gold screens which Ali Verdi Khan captured
from the Maharattas and a number of magnificently
illuminated copies of the Koran. It would be prema-
ture to attempt to describe this magnificent collection in
detail. Many of the exhibits have recently been brought

